
EXILES ENROUTE - JESUS LIGHTS THE WAY                      SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Part One “God’s Election” 1 Peter 1:1-2  

BLT: “God’s electing love humbles my pride and lifts my heart.” 

       I. The Doctrine of the Atonement 

             Atonement means At - one - ment 

Atonement is to pay an appropriate price to make two one. It 
has to be a price that matches the nature of the transgression. 

                   II. The Doctrine of Election 

      We’re not chosen by God because we believe; 
          we believe in God because we’re chosen. 

Jonathan Edwards: “God doesn’t choose us because he 
foresees excellence in any of us, but he makes us excellent 
because he has chosen us.” 

The gospel is, “Come to Jesus and live.” 
 It’s your responsibility to do so. 

Go over your Small Group Agreement together and then, just 
for fun, ask your group, If you had to live in any other time 
period in the past, what period would you choose? Why? 

1. Pray that God will bless your time in the Bible, helping you to 
be good exegetes who read out of the text its original meaning, 
not eisegetes who read into it what they want it to mean. Have 
volunteers read 1 Peter 1:1-2 from various Bible translations. 

2. Peter writes this letter to believers scattered throughout 
modern day Turkey to remind them that they (we) belong to a 
loving and sovereign God. In what ways were they exiles? In 
what ways are we like Peter‘s original readers? 

3. Where have you perhaps become too at home in this world? 
How do those things compete with the purpose of our election? 
How does our identity as ‘elect exiles’ help us with the pressures 
and trials of living in a hostile world? 

4. What are the dangers of only focusing on the love of God and 
avoiding the atoning sacrifice of Jesus for our sin? How is it that 
obedience to Jesus and the sprinkling of his blood go together? 

5. Sanctification means to be set apart (position) as holy, and to 
daily grow in holiness (progression) becoming like Jesus. 
According to verse 2, how do the Persons of the Trinity 
participate together in this? 

6. What does it mean to be the elect? Share how this doctrine of 
election might bring you comfort or discomfort? How does this 
doctrine affect the proud, and the despairing? Why is it 
important to keep both God’s sovereignty and our human 
responsibility in view when we contemplate election? 

7. In what way in Peter’s opening address (1:1-2) do you feel he 
was speaking to you? What do you need to change about your 
life (or perspective) in response? Close in prayer for each other. 


